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The holidays stutter through their 
final hours, extended by the fortunate 
happenstance that makes this a bridge- 
day into the weekend. In most offices 
working hours this Friday will be 
honored more in the breach than in the 
observance. 

For the past two weeks the media cut 
back to half-speed their swarming all 
over the latest White House scandal. 
They had little choice. Eggnog makes a 
lousy chaser for political blood. More- 
over, both their targets and their 
informers ducked behind Christmas 
trees. 

By Monday the media pack will be in 
. full cry once more. Americans, and the 
world, can expect more exposes, a con- 
tinuation of the unhappy spectacle of a 
president and all his men trapped up to 
their waists in the tangled web woven by 
their own a morality. 

The problem I find with most report- 
ing on the dealings with Iran lies with 
Mz editors’ failure to restrain reporters’ 
natural bent to deal with our national 
crisis as gossip. They bombard the pub- 
lic with persiflage which serves to 
obscure the fundamental issues. 

Nowhere have I seen an attempt to 
focus on those aspects which are most 
laden with portents which should cause 
the greatest concern. It is not the 
reporter's function to look into the 
future, but editors have the responsi- 
bility to demand stories that help 
readers understand what lies behind 
* every major event. 

Instead, the nation’s major news- 
papers have wallpapered their pages 
with fragments and bits-and-pieces; 
allegations, innuendoes and, in the 
currently popular phrase, who-struck- 
John. The New York Times and the 
Washington Post compete with each 
other, like small boys at a game, in 
racing to make the latest revelation 
which reigns only until the next day’s 
editions. 

Jumping into the middle of the 
editorial chaos come various special- 
interest groups seeking to gain points 
for their causes. Obviously the Demo- 
cratic politicians stand to win the most; 
for this reason they are practicing the 
greatest caution in their moves to 
exploit the damage to the Republican 
presidency. 

Unlike Watergate, a strictly domestic 
affair, the current crisis embraces a 
multi-national cast, individuals as well 



as nations got caught up in White House 
efforts to manipulate the recent 
elections. Not player comes away with 
clean hands. 

The only clear winner is Iran. The 
Khomeini regime scored a major moral 
victory by exposing the duplicity of the 
leading Western power; its twisted 
pervision of Islam added a notch in its 
historic struggle to supplant orthodox 
(Sunni) teachings, affecting directly 
those Muslim nations that seek to live in 
harmony with the world. Egypt has 
/u already had to suppress a major upris- 
ing by its fanatics, in the wake of the ’ 
Iran arms-dealing revelations. 

Moreover, the fresh supply of 
weaponry and parts threatens directly * 
to open up the entire Middle East to an 
invasion by Tehran's hordes; with a 
population of 37 million, Iran outnum- 
bers the combined totals for all the 
countries east of the Suez. Given the 
firepower, Khomeini has the capability 



of establishing a new “Persian 
empire.” 

This was the tiger the men in the 
White House chose to ride in pursuit of 
their illusion a deal could be struck to 
bring home the American hostages, an 
event reportedly timed for the last 
weekend in October. Had the ploy 
worked, a celebrating nation might have 
retained a Republican majority in the 
U.S. Senate, rewarding Ronald Reagan 
for another “famous victory” over ter- 
rorism. 

Had Iranian political in-fighting not 
blown the secret dealings, would Wash- 
ington have gone on courting Teheran's 
“moderates,” in the hope a few more 
arms packages might succeed where 
earlier pay-offs failed? Most likely. 

According to the time-tables 
wallpapered in the nation’s major press, 
not even the kidnapping of more hos- 
tages deterred the White House dealers. 
They were willing to sell-out the entire 
Middle East for domestic political 
gains. The November set-back at the 
polls figured to make them more eager 
to recoup their losses. 

’ Lord Acton was wrong: more cor- 
rupting than total power is the fear it 
might be lost. This was the operational 
mentality behind the Iranian arms 
L sales. 

Bringing home the American hostages 









could have restored luster to the presi- 
dency, made of the White House men 
“white knights” in Americans' eyes and 

I ? iV fu th ^ m ^^ergizing advan-.- 
Uge in the selection of the GOP’s 1988 
presidential candidate. 

I This was their objective from the 
I start. Securing the Senate in November 
/ was intended to facilitate four more 
[ years during which the U.S. govern- 
1 ment would still be run by Reagan’s 
^management team. They shared the 
same objective as the men who autho- 
rized the Watergate break-in under 
circumstances that made no apparent 
sense. 

* In June 1972, Richard Nixon's 
reelection already shaped up as a ques- 
tion of how large his majority with the 
electorate. At the beginning of the 
current imbroglio, Ronald Reagan 
enjoyed unprecedented popularity, 
which only increased with the 
disinformation campaign against 
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Tleagan’s team sought to coattail 
themselves into continuing power as had 
Nixon’s men; they figured themselves 
“smarter,” because they knew most 
Americans view all Arabs as sub- 
humans, unworthy of human considera- 
\ tion. The non-Arab Iranians are lumped 
into the same category. Certainly, few 
Americans would lose sleep if the Arabs 
and Iranians killed each other off. 
[Indeed, many would cheer. 

The Watergate burglary was a crime, 
absolutely; the law is very plain. Selling 
arms so Teheran can slaughter its 
enemies may not turn out to be illegal, 
given a strict constructionist’s view of 
the Constitution. But it was an amoral 
act committed by immoral men, who 
'acted for reasons of personal gain 
against the best interest of these United 
States. 

Keep that truth in mind; it will help 
you dig behind the media’s penchant for 
wallowing in the details of the latest 
White House scandal. 

CimTr\A^? ~ 




